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Social reproduction and reproduction

Edholm, Harris, Young (1977) define three different reproductions:
• social reproduction :‘ the reproduction of the conditions of social 

production in their totality’
• reproduction of the labour force
• human or biological reproduction

Mackintosh (1981) defines three different reproductions
• social reproduction: ‘the process by which all the main relations in the 

society are constantly recreated and perpetuated…..contradiction ridden 
and unstable’

• production of labour: ‘not merely the bearing of children…but also their 
care and socialization, and the maintenance of adult individuals 
throughout their lives…..a contradiction- ridden  process, often threatened 
with failure’ . Requires both paid and unpaid work. 

• human reproduction: ‘generally taken to centre on relations of marriage 
and kinship’
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Forms of depletion of capabilities

• Preventable death 
• Malnutrition
• Exhaustion
• Mental illness
• School drop out 
• Atrophy of skills
• Alienation
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